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the less direct but even more disastrous forces of the Parii
Exchange, the French company went most disreputably out of
existence.

Then nothing was done for almost a dozen years, and palm trees
grew out of the smokestacks of the locomotives left behind by
de Lesseps, until finally in 1902 the United States Government

THE INTERIOR OF A VOLCANO AFTER THE OUTER CRUST HAS ERODED
AWAY REMAINS BEHIND AS A SOLID MOUNTAIN
bought the rights of the bankrupt French concern. Thereupon
Washington and the Republic of Colombia began to haggle about
the price that America would eventually have to pay for a strip of
land wide enough for her canal. Until Theodore Roosevelt, tired
of the delay, arranged for a private little rebellion of his own in
that somewhat out-of-the-way part of the world, recognized the
new and independent Republic of Panama in less than twenty-four
hours, and began to dig. That happened in 1903, and in 1914 the
job was finished.
This changed the Caribbean Sea from an island sea to part of the